Beach Music Top 40 News

V1N 15 - NC Museum of History, A Look Back at the
Carolinas’s History of Beach Music

Plus, a Salute to Mikey and Alan B



January 2, 2022: Last Look Back at Beach Music History?

b

January 2, 2022 - Last day of the exhibit

This is a spooky picture because of what it summons
regarding the Beaches of the late 40’s and early 50’s. We
were barely out of World War Il when a new threat loomed.
‘Polio’ triggered a huge quarantine of swimming pools,
ponds, creeks, and of course the Beaches.

There are countless stories and pics from that era. Some
papers sought to make other suggestions for passing the
time. But the fear held those possibilities back for quite
some time.

It was a ruthless disease.

The covid masks, donned by the two ladies in front of the
Beach Music exhibit at the NC Museum of History, seem be
a small response to a large threat, and maybe so. A pile of
research demonstrates that masks were greatly helpful in
many social situations.

At this juncture we appear to be far safer than we were

continued on page 8
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Alan B & Mikey’s Behind The Music

--Chris Jones

Alan Brantley and Mike (Mikey) Perkinson got to know
each other in the early 80’s. Their paths first crossed in a
Burlington area camera store when Alan sought supplies
where Mikey worked. Alan was a videographer recording
weddings and such. Mikey was knowledgeable of all types
of photography and technical stuff. A business relationship
grew into friendship outside of the store and there was a
common thread, they both liked music.

The friendship blossomed and the two have become life-
long friends. Their visits often included chats about music,

Lto R: Mikey and Alan B

musicians, or venues when they were just hanging out or
on nights out for dinner or a concert with spouses. It also
produced a multi-year radio show — “Behind The Music with
Alan B & Mikey.” But the Wednesday, May 11 (delayed from
May 4) show on Riptide Radio will be the final show. The
hosts are both over 70 now and say it is time for a sunset.

Brantley picks the music and offers stories behind and
about the tune or musicians. Mikey brings a folksy, down-
home wit that makes for an entertaining conversation. Mikey
also does the technical work recording, producing and get-
ting the show to the station. The result worked as it comes
across as the listener is a passenger on a road-trip listening

to a conversation among friends.

The Riptide show has been a feature since 2018. It is
an eclectic mix of music including classic rock, traditional
beach, and country. But the songs are not the traditional
hit versions. The show offers covers of songs but by other
artists. And, then, there are songs taken from live shows,
demos or studio outtakes. It’s material you just don’t hear
anywhere else.

The Riptide show is actually redux of a show concept the
duo hosted from 1985-1988 on WPCM-920 AM in Burlington.
It ended when the station changed formats.

Burlington has long been alaunching pad for local/regional
bands and the college and local entertainment scene offered
frequent opportunities for “live” music. Alan became friends
with musicians while in high school. He would record re-
gional bands’ shows at local venues. Good musicians often
migrated from one band to another for various reasons, so
the network of friends kept expanding.

Alan’s collecting music went into overdrive when he
returned to the states and civilian life in 1972 after a stint in
the service. Brantley went to see his former Williamson High
School classmate Freddy Owens who was then with Bill Deal
and The Rhondels in Virginia Beach. Owens had a number
of reel-to-reel recordings of several regional bands he had
beenin. Alan, who had bought a nifty recording system while
overseas, spent the visit with his friend making recordings of
many of those bands and their live shows. It would become
the basis for a significant collection.

In the meantime, Brantley moved from attending and
recording band shows to becoming more formally involved
with them, as Front of House Engineer operating the band’s
sound system. It was something that would keep him busy
for the next 34 years. And provided the perfect opportunity
for more regional band recordings. Among the bands that
Alan has worked with are: Holiday Band (1991-2006), Rhythm
Brothers (2006-2007), Hip Pocket (2007-2014), and Bounce
(2015-Present). Alan, now 73, will “retire” from full-time with
the band to fill-in work after the end of May.

And, of course, being around bands, one hears stories....
lots of stories. As Mikey and Alan shared their love of music
(and the stories about some of those bands), Mikey thought
it would be of interest to a broader audience.



Anytime you can see the Carolina Blue Dots, avail yourself

of their talents and enthusiasm.

If you get a moment, talk to Clay Lee. He’s one of the
most prolific, but unsung songwriters in Beach Music today.
The band is coming out with a second CD of his songs, a
thirdis already all but in the can. He wrote all those as wells.

In between songs for the Carolina Blue Dots, Clay is out
writing and arranging for others. Looking for new songs,

The Carolina Blue Dots’Powerhouse
Release 2022-- Congratulations on
your latest member and vocalist Dawn
Barnes.

Book the band at wclaylee@gmail.
com Website at carolinabluedots.com

new ideas for production, arrangement?
Talk to Clay Lee.
If you’re an artist looking for songs -

shoot him a text at carolinabluedots.com
skkk

Beach Music Top 40 News

-- Fessa’ John Hook

Today makes two weeks at # 1in arow for the Sugarbees
and Mary Vella.

James Foster, which you can see at # 2, has held that po-
sition for three weeks. It’s a terrific smooth steppin’ version
of Marvin Gaye’s classic - first time we’ve had a Shag mix
on this great song.

Zac Brown. For many, that’s all | have to say and they’re
headed for the dance floor.

In the interests of ‘listening music’ versus ‘Shaggin’ music’
Delbert McClinton was just in an interview with Blues Blast
magazine where he had this to say,

“My music, you play it in a room, and eight out of seven
people are gonna dance,” he says.

‘.... He strives to write popular songs. “I’ve never, ever
made a record that | didn’t think was gonna be a big hit,”
he says. “So, I've got the determination and the confidence.
And that’s how it works. You use it at something you love.”

On Outdated Emotion, McClinton plays harmonica on
only two tracks, though. ” I don’t play a lot of harp any-
more,” he says. “l don’t do anything with any regularity
anymore like | used to. But some music had to have harmon-
ica: Jimmy Reed’s songs, [“Sun is Shining” and “Ain’t that
Lovin’ You”]. I was the biggest Jimmy Reed fan and still am.
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DELBERT MCCLINTON
All about the dancing

Touring is one part of the profession that McClinton is no
longer interested in, though. “I do what | want to do, period,”
he says. “No commitment. | don’t have to do anything for
anybody else. I’'m retired...| spent sixty years on the road.
It’s enough.” (Courtesy of Blues Blast magazine)

(Delbert’s One Scotch One Bourbon One Beer is already

on the Top 40 chart from Outdated Emotion).
*k*



L to R: Alan B and Mikey “on the flipside” (an old DJ de-
scription of arecord’s B side)™

Congratulations

Mary Vella
& the Sugarbees
“Red Hot Summer Night”

# 1 for 4/30/22 and 5/7/22

So the original show came about in 1985 thanks to Mikey’s
persistence in promoting the concept to people he knew at
WPCM. And Alan’s collection of rare vintage recordings of
such bands as Bill Deal and the Rhondells, Magnificent Men,
Band of Oz with Gary Brown and Big John Thompson, Billy
Bazemore, Scotty Todd, Willie Tee and the Magnificents,
Holiday Band, Peace Core, Looking Glass, Ice Band, Willie B.
Nimble, and more gained new fans.

Fast forward to the 2010s, Mikey again brought up getting
the duo back ontheradio. One of Mikey’s contributions over
the years was that he recorded all the BTM shows after the
first one. Perkinson sent a demo tape from the 1980’s show
to Ray Scott of Riptide Radio who agreed it was ready for
prime time at the beach. So Behind The Music With Alan B
and Mikey Redux was resurrected in 2017.

The show, heard on Riptide Radio on Wednesday’s from
7 to 9 P.M,, has followed the 1980s format complete with
the intro and closing voiced by Byron Tucker (former WPCH
personality). But, now after a four-year run, the May 11 show
will be their last. And it promises to be a good one.

It will be a fine grand finale for sure. Riptide has granted
an extra-hour so it will be a 3-hour cruise. Here’s wishing

Alan B and Mikey happy trails as they sail off into retirement.
*kk

Thanks to Chris Jones, writer and extraordinary research-
er. [ED]




April 30, 2022 .I_'hﬂ _Beacm“Sic Ton 4._0 April 30, 2022

Fessa’ John Hook, Nat’l Voice of Beach Music/Sirius-XM w/ the Top 20 on Carolina Shag Sat 12-1p, Sun 3-4 p & Mid-1 a

Fessa’ Hook's Beach Music Top 40 Countdown, 30 years in September 2021, is on 40+ stations & streams weekly.
Chart:  https:/lusmusicchartsmagazine.com/(Cashbox/Record World) (2.1 Million hits /mo.)
per mo.) .... Facebook: John Hook’s Beach Music Top 40

Show:_jukinoldies.com - Saturdays 4-7 p (600,000 hits
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39| 3| 1| REDHOTSUMMERNIGHT 2021 |16 |16 |21 | SEARCHIN'FORMYBABY 2021
SUGARBEESf.MARY VELLA PLANT,ROBERT & ALLISON KRAUSS Raise the Roof
14| 2| 2 | DISTANTLOVER 14 (23 [22 | ITAINTAJUKE JOINT WITHOUT THE BLUES 2004
FOSTER, JAMES SIMS, CARL It's Just a Party Ecko
42| 1] 3| OLDLOVESONG 2021 |8 |24 |23 | GOODBYEJIMMYREED 2020
BROWN,ZAC DYLAN,BOB Rough & Rowdy Ways Columbia
31| 5| 4| GOODLOVEISHARD TOFIND 2021 9 |25 | 24 | SOMEKIND OF WONDERFUL 2021
TRIPP,RACHEL Forevermore Music STEWART,ROD TearsofHercules Rhino/Warner
3| 6] 5| 'MINMYPRIME 2021 I8 |26 [25 | TwoLOVERS 1987
SPINNERS Round the Block and Back Peak Recs PARTON,DOLLY Rainbow CBSRecs
3% | 8| 6 | JUSTALITTLEMISUNDERSTANDING 2021 §9 |27 [26 [ IWANTITRIGHTNOW 2022
CATALINASf.BARRY DUKE Summer21 TEMPTATIONS 60
27| 4] 7 | BLOwIN'SMOKE 2021 |4 |28 |27 | ONESCOTCH,ONEBOURBON,ONEBEER 2022
SWIMS, TEDDY Unlearning WarnerRecs MCCLINTON, DELBERT Outdated Emotion
2| 7] 8| 160TYOU 2019 30 [22 [28 | cruzn 2021
0'JAYS The LastWord CAROLINABLUEDOTS Senorita
18] 10| 9| STICKWITHMEBABY 2013 34 |30 |29 | BADHABITS
PLANT,ROBERT &ALLISON KRAUSS Raising Sand Rounder SHEERAN,ED
20 [ 11 ] 10 | SATELLITERADIO 2021 f21 |31 |30 | MERRYGOROUND 2021
FEATURE ATTRACTION BAND (FAB) CARNIVALBAND F DAVE SANDY Malaco
2 | 12 | 11 | NEVERFOUNDAMAN 2021 16 |32 [31 [ BLUESPOWER 2022
CASTAWAYS.KAREN CLAYTON DELTARIDERSF. Joe Graziani
16 | 13 | 12 | BETTER OFF 2021 |6 |33 |32 | CAROLINANIGHT 2022
QUICK, JIM& COASTLINE Revival OTR002 CLAY,RANDY
18| 14 | 13 | CHAINOFFOOLS 2021 [10 |34 |33 | TAKEMEBY THEHAND 2022
THOMPSON, GINGER Straightfrom the Heart (Good for the Soul) SIXPIECE SUITS & DEBBROWNING
14| 15 | 14 | SUMMER'S GONNALAST(LPMIX) 10 |35 |34 | HEYBABY 2022
GORE, TERRI Forevermore Music FRANKLIN,JOHN G.w M. Floyd & C.J.
24| 9] 15 | BETTERDAYS 2021 |6 |36 |35 | YOUCANTKEEPAGOODMANDOWN 2022
NEIKID,f. MAE MULLER &POLOG LUETJEN, CORY & TRAVELING BLUES BANDW TERRY VUNCANNON
25| 17 | 16 [ LOVINARMS 2021 |5 |37 |36 | REALDEAL,THE 2022
SALTLUVSPEPPER TRIPPJR., FREDDIE
14| 18 | 17 | BUILDINGUP 3 |38 |37 | BAITSHACK 2022
GREEN, AL SONJAGRIER
14| 19 | 18 | DAYSOF SANDY TOES & SALTY KISSES 2021 |2 |39 |38 [ WHENROMANCEWASKING 2022
WOOD, DOYLE & SYLVIAJOHNSRITCHIE Daxwood O'BANION, SAMMY
1] 20 | 19 | BLOODYMARY 2 |40 |39 | BLUES4U 2022
HEATERZ Daxwood DR.WU&FRIENDS
12| 21| 20 | LETSGOCRUISIN 2021 |1 40 | BROKE
MSJODY Cowboy Style Ecko 1187 TEDDY SWIMS
B hhl' “ d s 0"' m UNDERSTANDINGMELLOW SILKGROOVE REVUE
“ “Ig “ ﬂr n Ig SHIMMY SHIMMY SHIMMY SMITH, HAROLD &4 KNIGHTS ORCH
MISS YOUBABE BLACK, CHRISTINE SWEETSUMMERTIME SMITH,ROGER
BECOOL BONITASTHEBLUESSHACKS | SPREADYOURLOVEAROUND SOULPAK
ISOLATIONBLUES BRADFORD&BELL WOKE UP THISMORNING SPINOSA,LUCAS
AIN'TNOTHIN' BETTER CAT5 TELLHER STEVE SALAS
BEACHAND THE BOULEVARD CATS ILY (ILOVE YOU BABY) Rohn's Mix SURFMESAf.EMILY
SMOKE FROM ADISTANT FIRE cATs | |WANNAGOBACK TOOMUCHSYLVIA
SOMETHING SAIDLOVE CATS DANCIN'BY THE OCEAN UPTOWNBOYS
THESEBLUES CHARLIEALBERTSON | HIPIT WALLSTREET
HONKY TONK STOMP COBB, JOHNNY & JERRY MCCOY -
WHATY'ALLDOIN DELTARIDERS W JOE GRAZIANI Ton Beacn M“SIG Ballads
BLOODY MARY HEATERZ
SQUEEZEMEIN MCCLINTON, DELBERT 1 WHEN WE ARE TIMCASHION
NOTHING TOLOSE MISTYBLUES 2 YOUREYES, MY HEART, OUR SOUL TOOMUCHSYLVIA
LOVE ONTHELINE ROBERTS,ROY 3 MR.DREAMMERCHANT JACKIE GORE
YOU'RE SO SWEET ROBERTS,ROY 4 YOURAISE ME UP MAGGIE STONE




Roadhouse Blues & Boogie Ton 40

Fessa’ John Hook, Nat'l Voice of Beach Music/Sirius-XM w/ the Top 20 on Carolina Shag Sat 12-1p, Sun 3-4 p & Mid-1 a
Fessa’ Hook’s Roadhouse Blues, Boogie & Fish Fry, 40 years in August 2021, is on 40+ stations & streams weekly.

Chart:  https://lusmusicchartsmagazine.com/(Cashbox/Record World) (2.1 Million hits /mo.)
Show: jukinoldies.com - Sat.s 9-mid (600,000 hits/mo.)....Facebook: John Hook’s Roadhouse Blues Boogie & Fish Fry
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SE|S2 |S2 | Adist (LP or CD) Record Co. & # SE|32|E2 | Atist (LP or CD) Record Co. & #

29 2 1 BOOGIEREALLOW 2021 | 41 2|2 DREAMINGOF YOU 2021
FOLEY,SUE PINKY’SBLUES Stony Plain ZITO, MIKE Resurrection GulfCoast9031

1 3 2 ITAIN'T A JUKE JOINT WITHOUT THE BLUES 0 | 23|22 JIMMY SMITHSTRUT 2021

SIMS, CARL RICCI, JASON & JOEKROWN CITY-COUNTRY-CITY GulfCoast

1 1 3 | BLOODYMARY 48 | 24 | 23 | AWSHUCKSBABY 2021
HEATERZ RAMOS, KID & BOB CORRITOREPhoenix Blues Sessions  Southwest Musical Arts

4 51 4 | ONESCOTCHONEBOURBONONEBEER 2022 §14 | 25 | 24 | BETTER OFF 2021
MCCLINTON,DELBERT Outdated Emotions COASTLINE Revival

30 4 5 | ADDICTED 2021 §27 | 26 | 25 | OPENROAD 2021
MISSLADY BLUES MOE BETTABLUES JAMES, COLIN OpenRoad Stony Plain 1434

3 7 6 | WHENTHEGIRLSAYSYES 2021 §11 | 27 | 26 | HALLELUJAHILOVEHERSO 2022
BASILE,AL B.’s Testimony Kenoza9941 SULLYBAND Let's Straighten It Out BluelanRecs

30 8 7 | DOWNAT THE JUKE 2021 §11 |28 | 27 | INEEDIT 2022
RICCI, JASON & JOEKROWN CITY-COUNTRY-CITY GulfCoast RAYBORN, GEROD ILOVEMY BLUES Echo

27 9 8 | CRAZY 2021 §11 | 29 | 28 | WAYSHELOVESAMAN, THE 2022
JOSEPH & THE VELOZIANS Joseph Veloz Presents: BIG-ORecords WAYNE, KENNY ‘BLUESBOSS’BLUES FM CHICAGO TOPARIS Stony Plain 1443

29| 10 9 | SOMEDAY 2021 §11 |30 | 29 | RENOBLUES 2022
FOLEY,SUE PINKY’SBLUES Stony Plain WAYNE, KENNY ‘BLUESBOSS'BLUES FM CHICAGO TOPARIS Stony Plain 1443

30| 11| 10 | DOWN'NDIRTY 2021 §9 31 | 30 | ICANTUNDERSTANDIT 2022
RICCI, JASON & JOE KROWN CITY-COUNTRY-CITY Gulf Coast ROBILLARD, DUKE BAND They Called It Rhythm & Blues Stony Plain 1444

19 12| 1 HAVIN' APARTY 2021 | 8 32 |3 EATWHERE YOU SLEPT LAST NIGHT 2022
SUGARROOTS, THE Savage’s Life Lightning in a Bottle ROBILLARD, DUKE BAND They Called It Rhythm & Blues Stony Plain 1444

29 | 13 | 12 | HURRICANEGIRL 2021 | 8 33 | 32 | LEFTMEWITHBLUES 2022
FOLEY,SUE PINKY’SBLUES Stony Plain BAD DADDY It's AMad Mad Bad Dad World Piehold Recs 003

27 | 14 | 13 | HOWLONG 2021 | 8 34 | 33 | EMPTYNESTBLUES 2022
BRIDGES, EUGENE HIDEAWAY Live in Tallahassee ARMD 00042 MISSISSIPPIHEAT Madeline VDL710

41| 15 | 14 | HONEYBEE 2021 |8 35 | 3 | LONGHAULDADDY 2022
MARRINER, STEVE Hope Dies Last Stony Plain 1433 ALBERT CASTIGLIA | Got Love GulfCoast9037

4 | 16 | 15 | SHE'SADIME 2021 |8 36 | 35 | NEWWAY OF WALKING 2022
BIRCHWOOD, SELWYN LivingInABurningHouse  AlligatorRecs POPACHUBBY Emotional Gangster Dixie Frog 8831

27 | 17 | 16 | 'MYOURLANDLORD 2021 |29 6 | 36 | AINTNOBODY TALKIN'
JACKSON, WILLIE All In the Blues TAJMAHAL & KEB MO’

30| 18 | 17 | BACKITUPWITHTHATLIP 2021 3 39 | 37 | BAITSHACKBLUES 2022
MISSLADY BLUES MOE BETTABLUES GRIER, SONJA Spirit

371 191 18 | ABCS 2021 1 38 | BLUESPOWER 2022
O’KEARY, POLLY & RHYTHMMETHOD 50 DELTARIDERSF.JOE GRAZIANI

191 20 | 19 | PURDY 2021 g1 39 | YOUCANTKEEPAGOODMANDOWN 2022
OLDNO.5'S MomenttoLose LUETJEN, CORY & TRAVELING BLUES BAND W TERRIVUNCANNON

27 | 21 | 20 | OVERINTHECORNER 2021 g1 40 | BLUES4U 2022
SCHAFER,MICKBAND Back to the Blues Lightning in a Bottle DR.WU&FRIENDS

SAY IT LIKE MAGIC SAM ADLER, JIMMY

EVERYBODY’S GOTTA GO ALABAMALOVESNAKES
DON'TYOUKNOW ATKINSON, BIGJON
CHECKIN’ONMY BABY BACKTRACKBLUES BAND
WALKINGBLUES BLACKCATBONE
LOSTALLIEVER WANTED ELLIOTT& THEUNTOUCHABLES
ALLABOUT YOU BABY FATDADDY BLUES BAND
NEVERGONNACRY FISH, SAMANTHA

SUGARMAMA FLAMINGMUDCATS
OCTAVATEN HANCK, TERRY BAND

ISYOUISORIS YOU AIN'T MY BABY HARRIS, PAULA

YOURBLUES HITMANBLUES BAND

LOUISE HOWLIN'BLUESBOOGIE BAND
BARRELHOUSE JOE'S HURRICANERUTH
ROLLYOURCOAL JAMES, CHEYENNE

DON'T STAY OUT ALL NIGHT KASHMAR, MITCH

YOU'RENOT IN TEXAS
RAININGINPARIS

LANZA,BOBBLUES BAND
LIL'ED & BLUES IMPERIALS

FINEFURRED MAMA LUECK, COREY & SMOKE WAGONBLUES BAND
STOPKNOCKING LUETJEN, CORY & TRAVELING BLUES BAND
IFIT'S NEWS TO YOU LYNN, TRUDY

LEAVINGHOUSTON MAY, MARKBAND W SATYRHORNS




in January.

Contemplation about the rise and fall of Beach Music
began ‘officially’ with the advent of It Will Stand magazine
in1979.

It Will Stand demonstrated the power of writing and text.
Before 1979, stories about Beach Music and the Beach Shag
were few and far between. Priorto 1970 they were very rare.

Text, in newspapers, magazines and book form offer
something that is generally taken for granted, but offers a
great deal for inventors and social science.

A text can be revisited again and again, each time trig-
gering new thoughts, opinions, and sometimes innovations.

Finding stories on Carolina Beach Music prior to 1970 is
like panning for gold; except that gold hunters are luckier
than Beach Music hunters.

Tracking early Shag references is ‘not quite’ as difficult;
however, my collection of Shag documents took decades
to develop.

It was instructive and fun to watch the N.C. Museum of
History staff query, plan, and present their extensive look at
Beach Music culture.

It’s not a new question, but then it’s never been answered
to the satisfaction of everyone!

WHAT'S THAT SOUND?

Defining Beach Muic

Fans know it when they hear

it. But what defines beach

music? A set of sounds?

A time or a place? A dance?

A lifestyle? (And do you need :
sand?) Here in the Carolinas, ] a_&d
all these elements shaped ;
the regional tradition born of

African American rhythm and

blues music and embraced by

an enthusiastic, predominantly

White fan base.
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Beach Music has been debated a long time. Better than
that, it’s been played, collected, worshiped, and followed on
the dance floors tens of thousands of times.

OT THAT KINE

PF SHAGGING

say “shag” without a wink or a smirk, you might
up with Austin Powers movies. But "shag” in
refers to a signature dance—a variation of
Lindy Hop steps popularized before World War Il
American dancers—that for half a century has
» smooth, and sexy dance of choice among

Definitions of Beach Music sometimes fill the air like spring
pollen; with everyone ‘ah-chooing’ their favored ‘history.” |
don’t say much about the 40+ years of research I’ve applied
to the question. But I will say this, “I hope to publish the
complete history of the Shag and the complete ‘overview’
of Beach Music. You’ll discover that we have far more to be
thankful for and appreciative.

For me, this was one of the most exciting exhibits. I’'m

always looking for posters and pictures to give a deeper ap-
preciation of the Beach and Shag lifestyles. There was one
poster in the whole museum that I didn’t have. That made

the trip doubly worth it. It is a terrific poster.
*kk



