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*  Forevermore’s Walk That Walk

* Carolina Beach Music Awards -- Oct 14th Deadline. Vote.

* The Beach Music Top 40 & Roadhouse Blues & Boogie Top 40  
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The Carolina Blue Dots

Their “Those Summer Days” CD 

nominated for Group LP of Year

This was the lineup on their “Those Summer 

Days” CD.

It could just have easily been nominated BEST 

CD OF NOTHING-BUT-ORIGINAL songs.

W. Clay Lee wrote them all, with a group of 

*Players* to back him.

Although their fi rst CD still has miles to go with 

other songs primed to hit the charts following 

“Shaggin’ with My Baby” and “Those Summer 

Days,” they already have a second CD of ORIGI-

NALS almost ready.

They have a refreshing retro-approach on some 

songs, while others come all the way up to the 

edges of today.

          ***

front row l to r:  Rick Perry (left the band summer 

2020), Buster Riedel, W. Clay Lee back row l to r:  Art 

Amaral, Steve Davis, Derek Tesch, Rich Richardson

Revisiting One of Forevermore 
Music’s Most Impactful CDs

1.  “Your Place or Mine” John Ellison
John Ellison wrote and performed the original 

version of “Some Kind of Wonderful.”  “Your Place 

or Mine” is probably his second biggest tune.  When 

Ellison showed up at (more than one) S.O.S., he was 

an instant hit with the dancers.  If this isn’t in your re-

current or oldies category, add it in today.

2.  “Take My Heart”         Molly Askins f. Craig 

Woolard

Leave it to producer Chris Biehler to ferret out the spinoff  

of “Be Young, Be Foolish, Be Happy” that was missed by 

every DJ.  AND, it’s great to hear Molly Askins back on the 

stage, radio and internet.

3.  “Happy Ever After”     Legendary Dukes

(Legendary because they emerged from the Wilmer & 

the Dukes band of the 60s and 70s).  It took courage to grab 

hold of this Bee Gees’ evergreen and make it their own.

4.  “Are You Ready” (Lovin’ On Ocean Drive Mix)

Terri Gore, producers: Chris Biehler and Tim 

Cashion 

If you liked Terri’s fi rst version, give this a listen.  You may 

want to replace it, or play them both.  One of the best by 
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This was a huge hit in the 60s for Shaggers and Boppers 

alike; enjoying a renaissance in the late 70s among the Col-

lege Boppers.

13.  “Feel It Don’t Fight It” Softones

These Forevermore folks took the Atkins tune to new 

heights.  If you haven’t enjoyed either, here’s your oppor-

tunity. 

14.  “I Found Out Too Late” Sapphires

If you loved the Philly sound ot the Sapphires’ “Who Do 

You Love” in the 60s (or any decade since), check this into 

your playlist.

15.  “You Are Everything” Showmen

Another retro-gem.  Written by General Norman Johnson 

-- and you know what that means!

16.  “Love Hit Me”  Royal Drifters

Before I heard it, it conjured up memories of a Crystals 

/ Phil Spector song banned in the 60s, i.e.  “He Hit Me (and 

It Felt Like a Kiss).”  Ain’t no way to play a song like that 

nowadays, UNLESS it’s a rap song.

17.  “Ring A Ling”  Sammy O’Banion

An original by Sammy, and a welcome new addition to the 

Walk That Walk lineup that has already scored Top 5 status.

18.  “Just Can’t Stop”  Tony Galla

A national/international star hits the stage like a locomo-

tive.  Tony Galla is one of a kind, relishing his current climb 

on the Beach Music Top 40 with this tune.

19.  “Please Don’t Say Goodbye”Craig Woolard

A Solomon Burke tune yet to realize it’s full potential.  

Woolard is the man to take this on as a welcome addition 

to Walk That Walk.

20.  “You Are All I Need” Legendary Dukes

The Dukes score once more with a song from the Forev-

ermore archives.

Learn more about Forevermore Music and their stellar 

lineup of recording entertainers, including Jackie Gore’s 

“My Kind of Christmas” CD and the Rockin’ Rebels’ 

“Another Wild Weekend” CD which reprises their awe-

some early 60s’ sound (including an extra special OD 

Pavilion Mix on a great intrumental).

         ***

the Original Carolina Girl.

5.  “Spirit in the Sky”  Jay Proctor

Who would’ve thought we’d hear such an unusual ar-

rangement and vocalization of Norman Greenbaum’s tune?  

A hit on many shows across the nation.

6.  “Worried ‘Bout You Baby” Topper Price

If you’re not familiar with Topper and this tune, plug-in.  

Remember we don’t play just the ‘latest’ songs in Beach 

Music.  We’re free and autonomous to play whatever we like.

7.  “Steal the Night Away” Jackie Gore

Plush production by a singer who still hasn’t found his 

limits.  THE Jackie Gore.

8.  “La La La At the End” Russell Thompkins Jr.

# 7 was ‘plush,’ while this is Lush!  Thompkins never dis-

appoints.

9.  “But It’s Alright” Wilmer and the Dukes

They were around when Jackson’s song was released the 

Second time in the 60s.  Enjoy it once again.

10.  “The 2nd Time Around” Showvinistics

I’ve missed hearing something new by these fellows far 

too long.  Great to immerse into a Showvinistics tune one 

more time.

11.  “Don’t Let Go”  Billy Scott

Billy Scott movin’ to his Inner Roy Hamilton.  Scott said 

that he simply *liked* this song.  And he proves it.

12.  “Let’s Go, Let’s Go, Let’s Go”  Hank Ballard 

& the King All Stars



4  Beach Music Top 40 News

CBMA - Carolina Beach Music Awards

DEADLINE OCTOBER 14th !!!

This is *the* year to acknowledge the commitments of all the artists in the Beach Music industry.  They’ve been 

faced with no gigs and no money.  At the same time, they’ve exhibited extraordinary effords to keep the music 

alive on radio and webcasts.

VOTE !

Deb Browning--three songs 

topped the Beach Music Top 40.  

Lesa--one super strong song.  Sylvia 

Johns Ritchie had two on the chart.  

The strongest Rhonda tune was 

“Help Me Rhonda” by Al Jardine.

Gary Lowder outperformed 

EVERYONE on the BMT40 chart.  

Steve Long was part of two.  Steve 

Owens’ & Summertime had one 

very strong entry.  Rick Strickland 

almost had a nice hit.

Deb Browning--three big hits, 

two self-penned.  Feature Attrac-

tion Band--one.  Sylvia John Ritchie-

-two.  Pink Slips Band--one.  Tonez-

-one.
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Group, Solo, and Compilation of the Year Albums are cat-

egories that may become obsolete (if they aren’t already).  

We can go to a band’s website, or perhaps Itunes or Amazon 

and fi nd the ‘album’ song list....but who buys an album or 

CD?  Still, it’s another way to vote for your favorite band.  

First timers:  Billy Bazemore, Keith Stone.....

Compilation albums are a lot of work for the compilers.  

Licensing, remastering, artwork, and more.  Ordinarily, I 

wouldn’t single out one over the others -- but in this case, the 

*Party of A Lifetime* tribute CD to the great Steve Hardy, 

easily outperformed all the others.

“A Little More Love” Lesa & Mike, was a long standing chart 

song.  “Two More Bottlesof Wine” by Sylvia & Dan did fairly 

well.  Embers’ “Since I’ve Been Loving You”--did very well.  

“Cooling Out” by Band of Oz, how could they miss?

Greatest chart action and sus-

taining power:  Dr. Victor, then 

Carlos Santana.  Huey Lewis was 

on again off again all spring and 

summer.

This category is LOADED!!!  Six super bands.  Which do 

you like best for the entire year?

A category fi lled with Top Shelf bands.  One would hope 

that you heard selections from all these entertainers’ CDs 

during the year.  If not--tell your DJ to wake the hell up and 

play these people.  (Note:  How many songs, and by whom, 

did DJs play that *didn’t* end up on this list?  If there were 

many, something’s askew!)
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If the criteria is ‘Sheer Number’ of songs on the charts, 

Gary Lowder and Smokin’ Hot were on all 4 bases of the 

Beach Music playground throughout the year with Craig 

Woolard right behind them.  Still, this category calls for 

other criteria than song releases and chart action.  Who do 

you consider as the ENTERTAINER of the year?

This is a weird CONFLATION of two entirely diff erent 

categories.  ‘Smoothies’ are smooth Shag songs.  Ballads 

are belly-rubbin’ songs.  They deserve to be separate.  Espe-

cially with the increasing number of ballads being recorded 

as Ballads.

These shows are Captained by DJs with a variety of on-

air styles and of course their individual preferences for the 

songs they choose to play.  Which do you like best?

This is a ‘mixed’ category in that some ‘stations’ are full 

time, some are not.  However, they are ‘shows’ or ‘stations’ 

are not defi ning parameters for whether they show up on 

this list.  Although it’s not the job of fans to gauge how much 

work goes into an Internet Station or Internet Show -- all 

these folks deserve recognition for the mountain of work 

require to supply these -- whether it’s a once a week show 

or a full-fl edged 24/7 station.

If you already have a favorite -- Vote.  If 

not, check ‘em out on the Internet.  You can 

Google all of them.

What sets these apart from the Internet DJ category is 

that they defi nitely play on the radio and ‘might’ be on the In-

ternet as well.  Diff erent circumstances, diff erent challenges.
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Hopefully you were able to see each of these groups at 

least once in the past year....all top fl ight bands.

This has been a tough year for events.  Still, we had over 

six months to attend some or all of them....

This is one of those categories where you’re more likely 

to vote for the club you’re *familiar* with rather than which 

is the Best club of the year.  Whose able to visit all of them?  

DITTO:  our comment about Club of the Year -- This is 

one of those categories where you’re more likely to vote 

for the club you’re *familiar* with rather than which is the 

Best Show club of the year.  Whose able to visit all of them?  

DITTO AGAIN:  our comment about Club of the Year and Show club 

of the year -- This is one of those categories where you’re more likely 

to vote for the club you’re *familiar* with rather than which is the Best 

Event of the year.  Whose able to attend all of them?  

DITTO once more.  If you don’t expe-

rience all of them -- then you’re voting 

for whether you like the ones you en-

countered.
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Eight entries instead of fi ve -- a refreshing turn of events.    

South Carolina garnered two nominees.  Beach Boogie & 

Blues Net garnered two--add in Luke Vail and that’s three 

from Greenville, NC.  They’re busy there.

One from South Carolina, seven from NC.  This implies 

there are holes begging to be fi lled, and/or more marketing 

to be done by the stations not nominated.  (If we can go 

from fi ve to eight nominees, we can go to 10 or 15).

These series are widespread.  It would be great to be 

able to experience all of them.  Vote for which you know 

and like the best.

They all play Beach Music.  A *Show* however is larger 

than the music -- bringing into play other elements which 

constitute an EVENT everytime one of these folks takes to 

the air.
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This is one of those categories where it is especially 

important for those involved with hands-on, and ears-on 

experience need to express their opinions and votes.

DITTO the comment above -- This is one of those cate-

gories where it is especially important for those involved 

with hands-on, and ears-on experience need to express 

their opinions and votes.

These are pretty well self-describing.  Lesa and Mike were particularly strong this 

year, and Blackwater right behind them.  Sylvia and Dan’s tune did very well (get well 

soon, Dan!)  Rhonda’s tune was released in East North Carolina way back in the spring....

the rest of us got a copy three or four months later.  Apparently, Rhonda, Phil and R. 

Mark didn’t think they needed most of the Beach Music world.  
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I assume the criteria here is about WRITING.  Not record-

ing, singing, or performing.  Have at it!

This award is all about Contribution made to the Industry.  

You be the judge.

Expertise with an instrument.  If you’ve got the chops to 

judge this category, get that vote in.
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Sammy O’ Banion

BOOK YOUR EVENT NOW !!

Sammy O’Banion

Sammy O’Banion sings his current 

single “Ring-a-ling” and hits like, “Old 

Use To Be’s,” “What’s Going On,” 

“Don’t Walk On By” and an endless 

variety of Beach Music Classics.

 Wherever there are wedding bells, 

Sammy also offers his services as a Mar-

riage Offi ciate.

Call 910-289-1229 or email sam-

myobanion@aol.com 

Ask about the All New 

Sammy O’Banion Show !!!

A Brief Editorial
-- Fessa’ John Hook

We live in a perplexing new world.

I’m remeinded of Gabriel Garcia Marquez’ 1985 interna-

tional best seller “Love in the Time of Cholera.”

It began with puppy love in a beautiful part of the world, 

but eventually the world intruded, destroying what might 

have blossomed into a comfortable, star-crossed love story.  

Unfortunately, there were other forces at work.

Fermina’s father forbade his daughter a relationship with 

the unacceptably love-struck Florentino.

She was moved to another city while Florentino became 

a sex addict with a prodigious, prurient appetite.  Evenso, 

Florentino swore to remain ‘faithful’ to Fermina after her 

marriage to a young doctor.  (However, he had to secretly 

modify his loyalty.  The scores of women who populated his 

bed for the next several decades reconfi gured Florentino’s 

oath to mean ‘will remain single’ in honor of his undying 

love of Fermina.)

The current pandemic also refuses to honor our likes and 

loves, e.g. entertainment, dining, traveling, consorting with 

friends, family and lovers.

Corona has been relentless and we are still rethinking our 

priorities in all aspects of our lives.

I had numerous articles I wanted to include in this issue, 

but ‘time’ has become a priceless commodity which I’ve been 

using to re-address many of my priorities as well.

For me the most pressing event in the Beach Music world 

is the upcoming Carolina Beach Music Awards -- however 

they may be presented.  Whether virtually on-line or in a 

social-distancing mandate at a much small venue than the 

Alabama Theatre, it’s been our legacy since 1995.  And, it’s 

the leading edge of a more-than-80 year culture that reaches 

deep into the Carolina and larger Beach Music psyche.

Stay safe.  Stay well.  We have unseen vistas of the good 

life awaiting us in the future.

                                                   ***

Love in the Time 
of Cholera Corona
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